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Rain/Light Sensor – General information

Pre-inspection & functionality test prior to changing the windshield:

Before removing the windshield and attachments, it is important to check that the existing vehicle sensor unit is functioning
correctly before you disconnect it from the vehicle’s electronic supply by performing the following tests:

For the Rain sensor: Ensure that the vehicle’s hand brake is on and it is in neutral, or Park (P) position for an
automatic transmission. Turn the vehicle on and leave the engine at idle speed and ensure that all doors and windows
are closed and make sure the wiper switch is in the ‘Automatic / On’ position. Spray water onto the windshield at the
area where the sensor is located and check that the wipers operate automatically.

Safety Note: Be careful of moving wiper blades when per forming this test.

For the Light sensor: Ensure that the vehicle hand brake is on and it is in neutral, or Park (P) position for an
automatic transmission. Turn the vehicle on and leave the engine at idle speed and ensure that all doors and windows
are closed and make sure the wiper switch is in the ‘Automatic / On’ position. Block out any light by placing your hand
or a dark piece of paper over the area of the windshield where the sensor aperture is located and check that the lights
switch on automatically.

If either or both of the above tests fail, then it is likely that the sensor or control unit is faulty, or that it needs to be
re-calibrated. This should be checked and rectified by an authorized OEM vehicle dealer, before the windshield is replaced.

Safety note: Please ensure adequate ventilation when leaving a vehicle engine running while inside workshops or repair
bays.

Useful tips on removal and installation of all sensor units:

The rain sensor on the Mercedes or Jaguar for example, will only activate the wipers when all doors are closed - a
safety/courtesy feature which stops water from being 'swept' off the screen into the front of the cabin when the wipers
are operating.



In fact, the rain sensor will only work when all the doors and windows are closed and the engine is running. Also before
removing the vehicle windshield and disconnecting the sensor unit, it is important to ensure that both the light and
wiper switches are in the ‘OFF’ position so that neither the wipers nor lights can automatically function by mistake.
Electric windows should also remain closed until the sensor unit is re-connected.

It is also important not to turn on the ignition switch or the radio during the time the sensor is disconnected, as the
electronic system will measure differences in voltage and may change the calibration settings of the sensor unit. This
may lead to a malfunction of the sensor unit when re-connected and a possible failure to operate either the lights
and/or wipers correctly.

The only way to rectify such an error would be to take the vehicle to an authorized dealer with the appropriate
equipment to re-calibrate the system.

Other important information:

The Rain / Light sensor is developed to operate through the vehicle windshield within specific parameters. Using a different
thickness glass vs. the original may lead to possible malfunction of the sensor unit (the sensor unit is calibrated to measure
light through a known thickness of glass and differences in thickness can affect the sensor performance).

Different tints of glass may also have an affect on the performance of the sensor unit; e.g., a Solextra Blue tint windshield
(which has special anti-solar qualities) requires a different sensor control unit to Green/Green or Green/Grey tinted
windshields.

For example: A Mercedes Benz C-Class windshield in Solar extra Blue tint (FW02473) has a different electronic device attached than
the green/grey tinted (FW02271) glass for the same C-Class vehicle.

It is essential therefore that the appropriate sensor and control unit is used for each specific vehicle application and that
all pre-checks are performed prior to installation of the windshield to ensure that the sensor as well as the control unit is
functioning correctly after the windshield has been replaced.

Any potential malfunction or operating issues of a sensor unit following installation of a new windshield may be eliminated
or reduced by ensuring that the appropriate installation procedures are applied.
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